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chino hills state park discovery center
As the new Park Superintendent,
I am pleased to announce an addition
to Chino Hills State Park. Years after
breaking ground, and weathering
economic storms which caused a
significant delay in construction, the
Discovery Center is the newest
facility in the Park.
Located at 4500 Carbon Canyon
Road in the City of Brea, this
modern style, green built facility
boasts several attractive features. A
1,500 sq. ft. Visitor Center/Exhibit
Hall with vaulted ceilings and floor
to ceiling windows will soon be home
to a variety of displays. The exhibits
are still in the design phase, but
visitors can look forward to a
combination of “high” and “low” tech
displays sure to please any age.
The exhibits will provide colorful
information on subjects such as
resident plants and animals, wildlife
corridors, human impacts on open
space, biodiversity, and even
geomorphology! Exhibits include
tactile features (things you can
touch), video monitors, murals
and more. The 1,600 sq ft. Multi-

Purpose room can be used for public
education and community meetings.
Finally, four bright and cheery
public restrooms, an “organic”
outdoor amphitheater, and short
path finish it off. The parking lot is
accessed off of Carbon Canyon
Road and will accommodate
approximately 75 vehicles. A large
monument sign will soon be placed
near the entrance for all passing
motorists to see.
Visitors entering this western
side of the Park can visit the
Discovery Center on their way to
hike, bike, horse back ride, and view
wildlife. We look forward to hosting
many educational field trips and
exciting special events at the new
Discovery Center.
The back
parking lot was designed to
accommodate busses and equestrian
trailer parking.
Once the Discovery Center is
open to the public, State Park staff
will be on site to provide customer
service, such as selling park
passes, and providing maps and
information. The Chino Hills State

Park Interpretive Association will
have a variety of fun and educational
items for sale at the reception counter.
Future plans for the site include
an Outdoor Education Gazebo, nature
trail, and interpretive signs and
displays. The Multi-Purpose room
and restroom facilities, as well as the
parking lot, will be available for all to
enjoy in the coming months.
I welcome you to visit. The
Discovery Center will be a place for
all to see and discover!
-- Kelly Elliott,
Park Superintendent

GET INFORMED
Stay tuned to get information on
Park activities and events by
signing up for the Interpretive
Association’s e-newsletters. We
only send emails when there is
news and we don’t share our list.
Send your email address to:
info@ChinoHillsStatePark.org

state park views improved, finally
By: Claire Schlotterbeck, CHSPIA
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Finally in December 2009, the California Public
Utilities Commission intervened again ordering Edison
to finally comply with the 1982 agreement--nearly 30
years later. Soon thereafter Edison signed a formal
agreement with the Department of Parks and Recreation
outlining the steps to remove these towers in 2010.
This time the price tag was $2 million and Edison was
required to use helicopters for the removal. This spared
the Park some significant impacts because roads didn’t
need to be cut to reach each of the inactive towers. Park
visitors can now enjoy this delayed, but welcome victory
to improve the Park’s views and visitor experience. See
before and after pictures below.
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In 1982 Hills For Everyone, the citizen’s group that
established Chino Hills State Park, filed a petition with
the California Public Utilities Commission to stop
Southern California Edison from upgrading massive
towers through the emerging State Park.
Edison and Hills For Everyone reached a legal
settlement agreement which allowed shorter but wider
towers thereby saving Edison $441,000 in steel costs. A
large portion of those funds was to be spent removing
seven miles and 40 towers of deactivated lines in other
areas of the Park. Though Edison upgraded the
transmission lines in the State Park, it never removed the
other two inactive lines.
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The new view of Lower Aliso Canyon, without the power pole!
What a difference!

The viewpoint for Lower Aliso Canyon with the deactivated tower.
Notice the missing transmission wires, they had already been
removed.

From Sapphire Road in Chino Hills two powerline towers were on a
prominent ridgeline.

The new street view, which leads to the main entrance of the Park,
is much more appealing and beautiful.

mwd’s telegraph canyon road
By: Claire Schlotterbeck, CHSPIA
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For those of you who visit the westerly end of
the State Park near Carbon Canyon Regional Park,
you will have come upon construction on the north
facing slope of Telegraph Canyon, just below the
Metropolitan Water District’s (MWD) Diemer
filtration plant. This road is being built by MWD
to provide a secondary access to the plant. The
primary access is located along Valley View in
Yorba Linda, which is now rimmed by new houses.
Complaints by residents who moved into the new
development and suddenly “discovered” MWD
trucks in their neighborhoods, in part, prompted Two dirt haulers pass on the newly cut MWD road.
the demand for another access road to the plant.
When complete, the road will extend about 1.2 miles negatively impact many acres of the State Park toward
into Telegraph Canyon. The new road cuts through the the east. In exchange for not opposing this road, State
State Park for several hundred feet from Carbon Canyon Parks will receive $1.6 million to staff, furnish, and finish
Road, but the bulk of it is on MWD land. Certainly it will the Discovery Center.

fire recovery in park continues
Though hot and dry months are especially prone to
wildfires, our state’s new reality is year round fire danger.
In November 2008, the fires hit our area and devastated
Chino Hills State Park. A few years later, signs of the
fire’s wrath are still with us. The growth of invasive,
exotic weeds such as rip-gut brome, wild oat, and black
mustard continue to be one of the most long lasting
impacts. Much of the work on habitat restoration is
focused on removing these infestations.
Many of the California walnut, willow, and sycamore
trees in the Park were lost during the fire. However,
there is good news; a large percentage of them are
re-sprouting.
The
Park’s majestic, 200
year plus oak trees are
also recovering quite
well.
Many were
badly burned, but
survived. Even the
native plants and
flowers, largely wiped
out by the fires, are

reappearing as a result of the decent rain fall amounts
since the fire.
A lot of the plant species in the Park have evolved to
be fire adapted and some utilize fire for opening their
seeds. Because fires are too frequent, some even of these
incredible trees and plants may not survive.
The fires greatly changed the landscape of the Park
in a negative way. However, as in most cases, Mother
Nature has way, and the trees and plants that make the
Park a special place are fighting to make a comeback.
Do your part to ensure these natural lands persist
forever. Please follow posted rules, especially on high
wind and extreme fire danger days, and obey all fire rules.

This sycamore tree finally toppled over two years after
the fire swept through the Park.
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By: Tom Greene, CHSPIA

In some areas, the fire burned so hot, nothing
could regrow in the soil. The center of the photo
shows bare soil.

join us for earth day, april 16th
By Kelly Elliott, Chino Hills State Park
Join us Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 9 am to 1 pm
to celebrate Earth Day at Chino Hills State Park. With
help from the California State Parks Foundation, the
Park has received generous donations from Southern
California Gas Company and Home Depot.
The new Discovery Center site was chosen for this
year’s park improvement project to get this new facility
off to a great start. Check in starts at 8:30 am (rain or
shine) at 4500 Carbon Canyon Road in Brea. Following
an opening ceremony, the work will begin.
Bring your muscle and wear some gloves…we plan
to move tons (literally) of river rock by hand and
strategically place them on the parking lot islands to
complete the water wise landscaping theme of the new
facility. Families, businesses, scout troops, are all invited
to attend!
Park staff will have a preview of the upcoming
visitor center exhibits on display, and the facility will be
open to tour. Parking will be available in the new
parking lot, enter from Carbon Canyon Road.
Hope to see you, your family, and your friends at
Earth Day 2011 in Chino Hills State Park!
This newsletter was printed and mailed via a
generous grant from the Norcross Foundation.

Photos are from Earth Day
2010 where volunteers
repaired and installed fences,
made seed balls with native
wildflower seeds, and fixed
picnic benches. Photos by Neil
Connolly.

Register Early at:

www.CalParks.org/earth-day
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